Printing Steps

Setting up the Enlarger / Test Strip

· Place negative face down into negative carrier.  

· Clean negative.  

· Place negative carrier into the enlarger.
· Set up enlarger

· Set height

· Visually place the image into the 5 x 7 easel.

· Set aperture to F8.

· Focusing

· Place a used piece of photo paper flat on the easel. (your contact sheets work well)
· Look in the grain focuser and turn focus knob until you see little dots.

· Take out focus paper.

· Set up timer to 3-5 second intervals based on how thick your negatives are.

· Thicker, darker negatives need more time.  

· Thinner, lighter negatives need less time.

· Cut a test strip.

· Place test strip on easel and cover sections with cardboard and make the test strip so that you get at least 4-5 different time exposures on the strip.

· Develop the test strip.  

· Make sure that you always leave the image in the developer of a full 90 seconds to develop thoroughly.  If the image is too light or dark, change the exposure time.

· Place test strip in a tray and BRING OUTSIDE TO EVALUATE IT!

· Judge your exposures, then throw away the test strip – we do not save them.

Making the Print

· Confirm focus.  

· Each day, you will need to make new test strips, due to the changing bulb strengths and strength of developer.  When you use different enlargers, your exposure times will also change.

· Set timer to correct time – based on test strip information.

· Expose the image.

· Develop the image, run through the chemicals.

· BRING IMAGE OUTSIDE TO SHOW ME!

· Evaluate and decide Filters. 

Filters

· If image is too Contrasty- only deep black and bright white use a Lower Filter – 1- 2

· If image is too gray (absence of black and white) – use Filter 4 - 5.

· Filter 2 1/2, or 3 is about the same as your paper.

· After you choose a filter, make a new test strip, and show it to me.

