Photographing People / Places / Cultures
Goal

Shoot a series of images based on a group of people, a person, a place, or a culture.  The images need to be related and work as a series.  Environmental portraits, Candid portraits or formal portraits are all fine.
Ideas to consider

· Portraits should tell the viewer something about the subject.  
· How do they feel?  What do they like? What objects represent them? Are they hard working? Do they have a hobby?  Play a sport?   Are they happy, sad, lonely?  The viewer wants to be able to connect an emotion with the person.
· Will something be in between them and the camera? 
· Will they be peeking into the background?
· Use interesting camera angles. 
· Shooting someone from above will make them look helpless, sad, like they do not have power.

· Shooting someone from below will give the person power. 
· Will you shoot only a portion of the person?
· Focus on hands, feet, just a knee, can all be interesting.

· Shutterspeeds / Apertures…
· You probably want frozen images, so use a fast shutterspeed- 1/60th or faster.

· Depending on what portion of the frame you want in focus, think about the aperture.  Look at your camera functions cheat sheet.

Lighting Tips

· Outdoor -  an overcast day may be better to shoot skin tones so your negatives are not too contrasty.  An overcast day will provide a softer, even light.

· Indoor -  A window light may result in the side of the face away from the light in shadow and may be dark.  This is when you use a FILL CARD.  A FILL CARD is used to simply fill in the dark area with light from a white bounce card.

· SIDE LIGHT-  Your main light is on one side of the face, you may need a fill card.

· BUTTERFLY LIGHT -  The main light is in front of the subject and above the subject.  You end up with a small shadow under the nose.

· REMBRANDT LIGHT/ SHORT LIGHT- The main light is at a 45 degree angle and 
above the figure.  The shadow will fall to the side of the nose.

· BROAD LIGHT-  Place the main light on the side of the face toward the camera.  Set the lights up as you would a short light.

Cropping Rules
· A head shot includes the head and shoulders.

· A half shot is cropped below the waist and includes the hands.

· A full shot needs to include ALL extremities- hands, and feet.
· Scan the frame for trees and objects that are growing out of the head.

· Give the portrait more room in the front of the face rather than the back of the head in the frame.

· Look for legs and arms poking in from the boarders.
Shooting People

Try to have the person or people doing something instead of a snap shot or a yearbook picture. This is called an environmental portrait. Stay outside and use natural light for your portrait.  Will you have something behind the person, in front; will you show the entire person?  Will you show close up portions of expressive parts of the person, hands, face, and feet?  

Places / Culture

Photographing places / architecture that intrigues you is interesting.  Will you include people?  Will you include part of the culture of the place in the image? Will you include architecture, what angle will you use to capture the place in addition to creating a successful composition?  If you are traveling, this is a great opportunity to shoot images based on a culture, and you also can take advantage of learning about that culture!  The more you learn about the culture, the more successful your photographs will be because you will be showing the culture through the images.  Make sure that your images do not resemble snap shot images and that you think about camera angles, and all of your terms: Composition, Negative Space, Line, Space, Texture, Emphasis, Repetition, Perspective, Harmony, Highlights, Shadow, Movement, Balance, Symmetrical, Asymmetrical. Try to incorporate these terms visually into your images.

Requirements

· 8 Prints are due

· 4 images must be window matted – sharp edges!!  
· No snap shots or pictures of friends AT / IN SCHOOL

· All prints must be spot toned
Resources

· Todd Webb
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Series of images based on Georgia O‘Keefe
Sebastião Salgado
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Mexico                                           Kosovar Refugees                        Beharke, Iraqi, Kurdistan           Camp for displaced Afghans
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qM7CcUrUD2g – photograph the egg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmmZECtP3oM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HduM6NOmlP4
